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Socrates, a celebrated Greek philosopher 
once said ‘a life not examined is not 
worth living’ and so is the case with any 
business. Halfway through year 2014, 

a refl ection of how far we have come, what 
has worked and what hasn’t would offers us 
insights on the way forward.

At Elgon Kenya Ltd, as we endeavour to 
remain on the front seat of driving Kenya’s 
food suffi ciency target and chaperoning the 
fi ght against hunger, we have entered into 
new partnerships, introduced life changing 
products and realigned our business model.

The success of our premier National Farmers 
Awards Scheme last year has given us fresh 
impetus to continue investing in our farmers 
through returning dignity to the soil. The 
priceless lessons we learnt from the fi rst 
edition have been key in assisting us plan 
for an even bigger and better 2014 Award 
scheme which will happen later this year. 
We have this time round partnered with the 
County governments to make the exercise 
more involving and participatory. We feel that 
the county governments are better placed 
to assist us in reaching out to farmers deep 
in the rural areas where agriculture is more 
entrenched. 

As the vagaries of weather hit home and now 
evident in the delayed or failed rains which 
have ultimately affected yields and fanned 
a near food crisis in the country we have 
positioned ourselves to providing a counter 
measure that is receiving a real kudos from 
farmers and agriculture pundits.

Through our very own Elgon Prestige 02, a 
high yielding, disease and drought resistant 
maize variety we have given farmers a reason 
not to be worried about when the rains will 
come.  It has taken concerted efforts from 
researchers  and Elgon Kenya team to come 
up with this variety that now insulate farmers 
from depressed yields associated with the 
failing yields. It also doubles yields within 
limited space making it farmers’ favourite.

Its ability to withstand maize diseases is 
another plus especially coming at a time when 
Kenya’s food basket of Rift Valley has been 
reeling from the catastrophic effects of the 
viral Maize Lethal Necrotic disease that wiped 
maize yields within days. 

But as more crop diseases enter our country 
either through effects of climate change or 
trade across our borders, at Elgon Kenya 
we have stepped up our resolve to keep 
our smallholder farmers protected. A case 
in point is the latest devastating tomato 
disease originating from South America 
and Europe dubbed Tuta Absoluta which 
causes 100 percent yields loss within days. 
Even as industry players look for a solution, 
Elgon Kenya aware of the devastating effect 
the disease can have on farmers’ yields and 
incomes has made available world class 
arsenals to fi ght the disease. 

Some of the weapons include Coragen, Evisect 
and a host of Integrated Pest Management 
tools. Farmers who have used these products 
say they have managed to tame the pest in 
record time. Such stories warm our hearts 
and energize us to be there whenever our 
farmers needs us.

With this in mind we have entered into a 
strategic partnership with Trade Corp a global 
agricultural powerhouse with operations in 
fi ve continents and over 60 countries. This 
will see us become the sole distributor and 
marketer of Trade Corp’s products that have 
received positive feedback world wide. To 
farmers in Kenya and the region it means that 
they will now have a new and unique set of 
tools to stimulate plant growth, potentially 
making plants stronger under stressful 
conditions such as drought and changing 
weather patterns and ultimately to increase 
crop yield.

And to further rubberstamp our commitment 
to a constituency that feeds the nation and 
the world, we have entered into the fertilizer 

market to ensure cheaper and timely access of 
the much needed commodity by our farmers. 
Through Elgon Thabiti DAP, CAN and UREA 
farmers can now count on us to provide 
highly nutritious fertilizer at a cheaper rate 
and without going through the red tapes that 
have marked fertilizer access over the years. 

Our inability to control the weather should 
not consign us to starvation.  This therefore 
means that as a nation we must redirect our 
focus towards irrigation farming, leveraging on 
our natural water resources and favourable 
climate if agriculture is to be one of the key 
drivers of economic growth as envisioned in 
Vision 2030. 

The technology to make this happen is locally 
available and affordable as well.  With Elgon 
Kenya’s drip irrigation equipments farming can 
be taken to a whole new level; farming that is 
sustainable and reliable through economic and 
effi cient use of our water resources.

Our packaging department continues to grow 
as we respond to growing demand from our 
clientele. We have positioned ourselves as the 
market leader in making of packaging bags, 
enjoying the confi dence of big companies 
from fl ower industries to supermarkets. Our 
unparalleled manufacture of fl ower sleeves 
has assisted fl ower companies create a lasting 
impression of Kenyan fl owers in markets 
abroad.  This has rubberstamped our mantra 
of being a one stop shop for all our customers.

But beyond agriculture, we have endeavoured 
to remain true to the mantra of our company 
being a Kenyan company for Kenyans. On this 
front we have sought to be our brothers’ 
keeper through being there whenever called 
to be. 

Our commitment to the education sector for 
example is unwavering. Through a Sh700, 000 
donation we have been involved in a school 
project in Mwingi area of Eastern Kenya which 
currently has 200 students and which upon 
completion together with a cultural center 
will serve an additional 3,000 residents.

We believe in contributing our little bit to 
making the world a better place for us all and 
we are honoured to say that the past half year 
has been a journey worth the praise. We look 
forward to a successful second half of the year 
where we work together with likeminded 
people in taking Kenya to the mid level status 
while remaining true to the needs of every 
Kenyan.

Director Elgon Kenya Ltd.

A journey of a thousand miles; 
Our half year refl ections



Kenya’s fertilizer use is less than 10 percent of 
the world’s average with access by especially 
smallholder farmers being the biggest headache. 
Water stress and absence has been blamed for 

the dwindling yields in the country especially by farmers 
who rely on rainfed agriculture to grow crops.

Kenya is home to dozens of international agricultural 
research institutions that have come up with superior, 
disease resistant, high yielding crop varieties. Sadly 
only a paltry one percent of the smallholder farmers 
have access to these seeds according to the Kenya 
Agricultural Research Institute KARI.

Poor storage facilities and substandard preservation 
mechanisms storage have been responsible for the 
rising cases of post-harvest losses with studies showing 
that African countries lose over $4 billion annually in 
post-harvest poor storage.  The situation is further 
aggravated by the fact that 70 percent of the population 
lives more than two hours’ travel time from a market 
and with poor infrastructure most of the produce has 
to be stored. 

Climate change, the ticking time bomb is bound to 
suppress yields by upto 40 percent in the next ten years 
and reduce cultivatable land. 

The truth is, the above catalysts are interwoven and have 
been responsible for fanning the country’s hunger  cycle 
and defeating the resolve to make Kenya food secure. If 
rains fail, farmers plant/ harvest nothing and the country 
goes hungry. If by chance farmers harvest and the post 
harvest losses take a toll on the yields, again the cycle of 
hunger continue being fanned. 

The point I am trying to make is that the reality of the 
litany of woes facing the agricultural sector is too grim 
to warrant handling one issue in isolation. Our priorities 
from farm to fork seem warped which could be a major 
contributor to our snail paced commercialization of 
farming. A multifaceted approach is desperately needed 
to save face. The point here is the nexus between 
food security, income generation and agricultural 
diversifi cation cannot be gainsaid. 

According to World Bank, Africa’s food systems, 
currently valued at US$313 billion a year from 
agriculture, could triple if governments and business 
leaders radically rethink their policies and support to 
agriculture, farmers, and agribusinesses, which together 
account for nearly 50 percent of Africa’s economic 
activity.

And no time has this been so crucial than our times 
when a growing population coupled with the effects of 
climate change is rendering certain crops ‘uncultivatable.’ 
Policies are equally shifting to embracing mixed farming.

Agricultural diversifi cation is an important mechanism 
for achieving food security, improving human nutrition 
and increased rural employment and ultimately spurring 
economic growth. 

Value-added agriculture which has been greatly missing 
in our country would also offer the possibility of 

changing the rural face of Kenya by increasing returns 
to the farmers and – with the right investment – making 
Kenya the food factory of the world. However the 
required infrastructure is currently lacking, calling for 
investment in the agricultural value chain by both the 
private and public sectors.

On the other hand, the lack of a framework guiding 
partnerships between the Government and the private 
sector has been detrimental to the country’s efforts to 
secure food security, by failing to give farmers incentives 
that would see them boost production.

But security has become a grave concern countrywide 
taking a toll on almost all economic sectors of the 
economy. Agriculture has not been left behind. Our 
farmers are in constant fears of attacks which has 
slowed down production. Access to markets has also 
borne the brunt as produce stall in farms due to fear 
of attacks. To anyone who understands how production 
and movement of goods from farm to markets matters, 
a simple disruption is likely to cost the country millions. 
In Mpeketoni attacks in Lamu the country lost on 
average Sh2million alone in stalled agricultural produce.

The political class in this country wields so much power 
enough to swag the masses as they please. But our 
priorities seem warped as numerous political rallies 
seem to have cropped up. This is not what Kenya needs. 
At a time when we still struggle to feed our population, 
50 years since we gained self rule our people and 
specifi cally don’t need noise about who should be in 
offi ce, it should rather be who is feeding who. Why 
don’t we channel our energies to having rallies that 
teach farmers about the newest farming techniques that 
triples yields in their small farms, or the cheapest way to 
fi ght the bane of pests and climate change?

We however congratulate the few public private 
sector partnerships that are bearing fruits in spurring 
agriculture to new highs and is a step in the right 
direction in as far as paradigm shift is concerned. 

One such partnership is the National Farmers Awards 
scheme organized by Elgon Kenya and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and now in its second year. Vital lessons 
from the fi rst scheme proved that indeed industry 
players reaching out to smallholder farmers is enough 
to make agricultural turnarounds in the country and 
turn Kenya into the agricultural powerhouse of Africa 
that many research institutions have rightfully identifi ed.
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Elgon Kenya Limited comes in handy to 
provide sustainable agro solutions for 
maize growers
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Bimal Kantaria has 

been a Director in the 

group since 1991, after 

graduating from the UK, 

initially starting his career 

in Purchasing, then onto 

Sales and fi nally in 

operations.

His education back-

ground is B.Soc. Sc in 

Economics, Masters in 

Business Administration 

(MBA) and a MSc. in Pack-

aging Technology.

Bimal is also a member 

of the Rotary Club of 

Industrial Area, Nairobi 

and also a Board Director 

of Kenya Association of Manufacturers, and recently 

elected District Governor for Rotary International from 1st 

July 2014.

Baiju Kantaria has been a 

Director in the group since 

1992, after graduating from 

the UK, initially starting his 

career in Purchasing and is 

now responsible for overall 

sales in the group.

His education background 

is BSc. in Economics from 

Manchester University and 

Masters in Business Adminis-

tration (MBA) from City Uni-

versity in London.

Baiju is a past Chairman 

of the Round Table no.21, 

a charitable organisation 

which looks after the welfare 

of the less-able.

 

Director: Bimal Kantaria

Chairman: Rajnikant N. Kantaria

Director: Baiju Kantaria

Rajnikant Kantaria has 

been a Director of the 

company since the 1960s 

and was the original 

founder of a majority of 

the company’s various 

divisions, along with his 

brother Chandu who has 

since retired.

Rajni is now the executive 

Chairman of the group 

and is a guiding force in all 

the major decisions.

Rajni is  active in the com-

munity and has been the 

past Chairman of the Hin-

du Council of Kenya, Desai 

Memorial Foundation, 

Shree Lohana Mahajan 

Mandal and Federation 

Chairman of the Giants organisation in Kenya. He was 

awarded the prestigious Head of State Commendation 

(HSC) by the retired President of Kenya, Mwai Kibaki in 

December 2004 for his contribution to various social ac-

tivities. He was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate from 

the prestigious United Graduate College and Seminary in 

USA in 2010 for his selfl ess philanthrophy and commit-

ment to alleviating the suff ering of the needy in society.
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This year’s International Flower Trade 
Expo was a bag of mixed fortunes 
and sent a strong message as far 
as the Kenyan flower industry is 

concerned. A message as a country that we 
need to embrace and take seriously.

Three years since its launch, this year’s Expo 
recorded a tripling of visitors, an increase 
in number of exhibitors and participating 
countries. This is a clear message of buyers’ 
growing confidence in direct sales.

With esteemed buyers bypassing the 
traditional auctions to buy directly from 
growers to experience first hand how the 
flowers are grown, Kenya not only positions 
itself to win even more markets but also 
celebrate the faces behind Kenya’s flower 
glory. To attract an event of such global 
stature is no mean feat for the country. But 
it brings with it blessings and challenges in 
equal measure. 

IFTEX while creating an open forum through 
direct interaction between growers and 
buyers has in a great way also created an 
incentive to scale cultivation. The consistency 
in production even in the wake of change 
in climate, economic meltdown that has 
hit Kenya’s traditional flower markets and 
political turmoils in the country, is no mean 

task. The resilience of the Kenyan flower and 
its growers is something worth celebrating.

For example there has been a shortage of 
flowers at the global auctions due to reduced 
production as a result of climate change in 
Columbia and Ecuador, the second and third 
largest growers after Kenya. South America 
in general has been reducing the area under 
production due to increasing land prices and 
development of real estate which comes 
as a blessing in disguise for Kenya. In fact 
production of flowers is shifting to Africa 
due to escalating production costs in Europe, 
impacts of climate change, high energy costs 
required to heat greenhouses and shortage 
of labour, putting Kenya at a competitive edge. 

And Kenya is readying itself to grab its market 
share. The shift from growth of flowers by 
large scale flower companies to farmers is not 
only creating diversity for the flower market 
but also giving majority of Kenyan farmers a 
quick and alternative source of income at a 
time when diversity in agriculture counts. 

But the blossoming flower industry is also 
staring at a possible catastrophe in the name 
of the snail paced Economic Partnership 
Agreements EPA which have set an October 
after years of stalled negotiations.

Should Kenya not sign the EPA, its trade with 
Europe would revert to the less generous 
terms of the General System of Preference 
with some of its products which have been 
enjoying zero duty attracting charges of 8.5 
to 15.7 percent. Top among the products will 
be flowers and vegetables that form the bulk 
of Kenyan exports.  

The European Union market commands 
a lion share of Kenyan exports. Infact 
Kenya flower exports to EU are the largest 
commanding a staggering 38 percent of all 
flower exports globally.  For example, over 
800 million flowers from Kenya were sent 
this year to Europe alone in the run up to 
this year’s Valentine day. 

The implications of being slapped with a duty 
are mammoth as they are far reaching to 
the economy, flower growers and thousands 
of jobs. It means Kenyan flowers will be 

uncompetitive on the global market which 
will force buyers to go to other markets 
like Ecuador, Kenya’s biggest competitor. This 
would see demand for flowers dip which 
would translate to reduced production 
and ultimately job losses and lower export 
earnings to the economy. Our appeal in 
the flower sector to the negotiators is 
to expedite the talks, soften stands while 
making sure that farmers and flower growers 
are protected from exploitation. Our flower 
growers have come of age and have had to 
endure a lot already.

It is common knowledge that floriculture 
is not for just anyone because of the costs 
involved. Infact successful flower companies in 
the country started small with just a miniature 
greenhouse and limited labour force. This 
is the point we need to keep hammering. 
Already a section of small scale farmers who 
have diversified from their traditional farming 
to flowers are not only increasing income 
but are giving the industry the much needed 
diversity in flower production which is good 
in a competitive market. 

While this is commendable we also need 
to put systems in place to spur even more 
flower production and exports if we are to 
claim our space in the international market. 

One such way is to embrace diversity in 
flower growing by increasing the types of 
flowers we grow, the people involved in 
flower growing, this by encouraging more 
smallholder farmers to delve into flower 
production and diversifying our markets.

At Elgon Kenya Limited we have taken flower 
production seriously through rolling out 
various products and services that responds 
to the needs of flower growers. Living true to 
our Elgon Tosha mantra, we have introduced 
state of the art irrigation technologies, 
brought on board very highly specialized 
technical team to advice our flower growers 
and entered into partnerships with global 
giants in distribution of flower products and 
services. We feel that these are the first steps 
in a journey of a thousand steps to propelling 
Kenya to the enviable top position in global 
flower production. We are playing our part. 

Mr. Baiju  Kantaria -  

Director Elgon Kenya Ltd.

Kenya’s fl ower fortunes: 
Why every Kenyan effort is 
needed

FLORICULTURE  >>
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Elgon Kenya Director Bimal Kantaria has 
been elected the 2014/2015 District 
Governor of the Rotary International 
District 9212, which comprises of 

Kenya, Ethiopia, South Sudan and Eritrea. 
This position requires him to promote the 
membership growth, increase the number of 
clubs within the district and contribution of 
funds to the Rotary. This, with the ultimate 
goal of assisting Rotary club advance its cause 
of alleviating human suffering and upholding 
service beyond self.

His recognition and election has sought to 
rubber stamp Elgon Kenya’s, a company he 
heads, philosophy of responding to the calls 
of the needy and taking the weep out of the 
distressed.

District 9212 comprises of all Rotary Clubs 
in Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea and South Sudan. 
Bimal is the second governor to head the 
new district which was formed after Uganda 
and Tanzania were allowed to form a separate 
District 9211. Before June 2013, all the six 
countries were in one district (District 
9200). The district is like a church Diocese 
with many churches in this case, Rotary 
Clubs and the diocese form a Province which 
is the Rotary International. Rotary Clubs are 
independent of each other and they carry 
out activities independently.

Bimal’s term as the governor runs from July 1, 
2014 until June 30, 2015. It is a one year term. 
His installation as Governor was conducted 
during the District 9212 Conference 
and Assembly (DCA) at Enashipai Lodge 
Naivasha. He is taking over from Governor 
Harry Mugo, the pioneer Governor of 
District 9212.

Part of his role will be to visit all the clubs 
in the district, attend many international 
and regional Rotary meetings providing 
leadership, and motivation to the clubs.

He will be in communication with Club 
Presidents and taking up roles to help 
strengthen any club that is in trouble of 
dwindling membership or any other.

He will also be the face of Rotary in the four 
countries he represents and has appointed 

Assistant Governors to help him manage the 
clubs. The Assistant Governors also carry 
regular visits to the clubs assigned to them 
to see that they operate within the Rotary 
bylaws.

Mr. Kantaria’s tenure has started on a high 
note. He recently led a delegation of Senior 
Rotarians to State House to boost First 
Lady Margaret Kenyatta’s campaign dubbed 
Beyond Zero Campaign which hopes to 
reduce maternal and child mortality across 
the 47 counties through purchase of mobile 
clinics. 

The Rotary clubs have been proactive in 
various projects running from education, 
water, sanitation and agriculture. The 
projects are run by local communities and 
they are funded by Rotary Foundation 
and collaboration between Rotary Clubs 
locally and abroad. For instance a Rotary 
Club in Thika has sunk several boreholes in 
Ukambani and is piping water to areas where 
people used to walk for more than 20 km. 
This is funded by Rotary Foundation and 
some clubs abroad. 

Rotary Clubs have equiped hospitals 
with dental chairs, provided thousands of 
wheelchairs, piped water, and provided 

scholarships to students. 

 The Rotary Clubs in the four countries 
have also been contributors to Rotary 
International Polio campaign. 

Mr. Bimal Kantaria’s years of leadership is an 
asset that will come in handy in his one year 
governorship tenure. While he is expected 
to canvass the world meeting other leaders 
and preaching the Rotary gospel of giving and 
selflessness he is also poised to represent the 
country as an ambassador epitomizing the 
Kenyan spirit of altruism.

On behalf of Elgon Kenya Ltd staff, we take 
this opportunity to heartily congratulate 
Mr. Bimal Kantaria on his appointment 
as Governor.  The task calls for humility, 
wisdom, dedication and hardwork virtues 
you rightfully hold.

We pray that as the captain at the helm of 
Rotary you will steer it to greater heights 
like you have rightfully done with Elgon 
Kenya and we pray that you not only carry 
the Rotary flag high but also become Kenya’s 
brand ambassador wherever you take the 
gospel of service to men.

Congratulations Mr. Kantaria.

Elgon’s Bimal Kantaria elected 
Rotary District Governor

ROTARY  

FOR MOTHER’S SAKE. Members of   Rotary Club’s of Nairobi pose for 
a photo with First Lady Margaret Kenyatta, to support her Beyond Zero 
Campaign

BY ASHOK REDDY



Elgon Kenya Limited8

In a move that has rubberstamped its 
unrivaled position as the agro input 
market leader in East and Central Africa, 
Elgon Kenya Limited has entered into 

a strategic partnership with Trade Corp 
a global agricultural powerhouse with 
operations in five continents and over 60 
countries. 

The partnership will see Elgon Kenya 
Ltd becoming the sole distributor and 
marketer of Trade Corp’s products that 
have received positive feedback world wide 
and received commendations for their role 
in transforming and redefining 21st century 
agriculture. The products geared towards 
improving soil conditions, increasing plant 
nutrients and ultimately boosting yields 
are a way for Elgon Kenya to show its 
commitment to smallholder farmers who 
form the bulk of the customers.

Tradecorp was founded over 25 years ago 
and has been the Crop Nutrition branch of 
the Belgo-Portuguese SAPEC Group for the 
last 10 years. Tradecorp headquartered in 
Madrid Spain works in different agricultural 

areas including formulation, development 
and manufacture of environmentally 
friendly products, foliar application through 
differentiated formulas, highly concentrated 
in micro and macronutrients. This range 
is developed to meet specific needs of 
crops which influence quality and yield, 
such as the protein content, sugar level, 
fruit size, photosynthetic activity. Trade 
Corp is also involved in manufacture of 
bio stimulants. The products in this range 
stimulate the plant’s natural processes to 
improve the absorption of nutrients and 
their effectiveness, favouring the plant’s 
tolerance to abiotic stress.  Its “NUTRI-
PERFORMANCE” range of products is 
exported to more than 60 countries. The 
company’s 25 year success story is based 
on customer proximity, innovation capacity, 
flexibility and rigour.

Both parties believe that the formidable 
partnership will bring a new standard to 
modern agriculture. It will give growers in 
Kenya and East Africa a new and unique 
set of tools to stimulate plant growth, 
potentially making plants stronger under 
stressful conditions such as drought and 
changing weather patterns and ultimately 
to increase crop yield.

Elgon Kenya Director Baiju Kantaria said: 
“We are constantly looking for new ways, 
new partnerships and like minded friends 
who share in the passion of revolutionizing 
agriculture locally and globally. We are 
all inter connected. Food exports and 
imports depends on how good or bad our 
smallholder farmers’ yields are. And in our 
resolve to remain on top of the game and 
provide our farmers with the very best we 
are happy to announce this very strategic 
partnership with Trade Corp.”

Some of the products that Elgon Kenya 
will be distributing on behalf of Trade Corp 
include Delfan Amino acids a set of fast 
growth crop enhancers. They are added to 
plants in a ready form for absorption which 

enable plants to adapt through growth 
adverse stress conditions as frost, high 
temperature. They also help in the quick 
realization of plant yields.

The product couldn’t have come at a 
better time as delayed rains and irregular 
weather patterns take a toll on smallholder 
farmers who have been heavily reliant on 
rainfed agriculture.

Other products include Humistar 22 % a 
product that works on increasing water 
holding capacity for soil while improving 
soil characteristics.

Tradecorp Calcium improves levels of 
calcium deficient plants while providing a 
balance of Sodium and Potassium in the 
plant.

Elgon Kenya’s enviable background in 
dealing with smallholder farmers through 
a well established network of agronomists 
spread across Kenya’s food basket zones, a 
well knit web of stockists and its respected 
brand name makes it the best partner to 
distribute the world class products to 
farmers in every corner of the region.

Farmers set to reap from Elgon 
Kenya- TradeCorp partnership

PARTNERSHIP  >>

“We are constantly 
looking for new ways, 
new partnerships 
and like minded 
friends who share 
in the passion of 
revolutionizing 
agriculture locally and 
globally.Angus Ker

Sales and Marketing Manager East 

Africa, Tradecorp
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The 2014 scheme co-sponsored by Elgon 
Kenya Limited and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries. 

Winners will be selected from seven categories up 
from fi ve that were awarded last year. Top winners 
will receive their trophies and certifi cates at the 
Nairobi International Fair, from the President as 
per tradition.  The two new categories this year 
are Women in Agriculture and Youth in agriculture. 
Others categories are: 
• Large fully commercialized farms 
• Smallholder Fully Commercialized Farms 
• Small Scale Agro-dealers 
• Small scale Farms Gearing to Commercialization 
• Large Scale Agro Dealers category 

The fi rst National Farmers Awards Scheme, 
climaxed in November last year when Agriculture 
PS Sicily Kariuki dished out trophies and certifi cates 
to 11 winners selected out of tens of thousands 
of participants ushering in  the annual National 
Farmers Awards, scaled up from the earlier 
Presidential award, and is now a Public Private 
Sector initiative between the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Elgon Kenya Limited. 

Elgon Kenya Limited has sponsored the 2014 
awards under the same principle to stimulate 
agribusiness.“Farming is no longer business as usual, 
we want to see agriculture shed the age-old image 
of an undertaking of the old, uneducated, failures 
and those with nothing better to do and become 
a business players can be proud of”’, says  Elgon 
Kenya managing director Bimal Kantaria.

Mr Kantaria added that the essence of the award 
is to stimulate agriculture production for increased 
earnings, food security and the general economic 
development. It was borne out of the realization that 
while other economic activities and professional 
cadres have an award that recognizes best players, 
agriculture has escaped attention despite its basic 
importance. “It is the biggest employer, the biggest 
contributor to the GDP and the backbone of 

the country’s development making it imperative 
that we reward the best players accordingly”, Mr 
Kantaria says. 

Last year, fl ower fi rms – Panda Flowers, Nini 
Limited and plant Propagator Stokman Rozen 
came fi rst, second and third respectively, in the 
large full commercial farms category, leading to 
the conclusion that there  must be something the 
industry that is doing differently. Which is running 
farms as commercial enterprises using the latest 
technology and adoption of elite planting materials. 
The most sophisticated farming technology 
available in the developed economies has been 
applied by fl ower farms, an indication that if the 
same was replicated in other crops, the country 
would successfully catapult production. 

“There is no reason why we can’t produce food 
and export surplus from Kenya”, Mr Kantaria says. 
“We have plenty of water, land, technology and 
hardworking people who only need to be supported 
with policy and infrastructure”, he  reiterates.  It 
was this challenge that has prompted Mrs Kariuki 
to give the assurance that in the coming fi ve years, 
her ministry would ensure the country’s basket was 
full, during the inaugural awards ceremony.  

 The other winners of the inaugural awards 
were Kalia Farm from Machakos County, in the 
Smallholder Fully Commercialized Farms category 
followed by Kyanda Farm in Makueni for the same 
league. The owner of Kalia Farm, Dr Nelson Nyamu 
received a trophy and certifi cate from President 
Uhuru Kenyatta at this year’s Nairobi International 
Show. Harrison Muriuki of Ruiri Farmers Centre, in 
Buuri, Meru County won in the Small Scale Agro-
dealers category. Number 2  went to  Blue Agri 
Supply Services from Nyeri County, and number 3 
went to Shamba Input from Njoro, Nakuru County.

In the Small scale Farms Gearing to 
Commercialization category, Bishop George Mbaya 
of Meru County was the winner.

In the Large Scale Agro Dealers category, number 
1 and 2 were awarded to DK Jolly from Nyeri 
County and Packsons Enterprises Limited from 
Kericho County respectively.

But to a sector that contributes a quarter to the 
country’s purse, and employs over 70 percent of 
the Kenyan population, the recognition has been 
minimal. 

It is with the conviction that despite the tough 
times that smallholder farmers manage to feed 
their families, nation and globe that Elgon Kenya 
stepped up its commitment to give the farmers a 
pat in the back.

This year’s competition is hoping to rope in more 
farmers while positioning the award scheme as the 
event to look forward to in the agricultural sector. 

“Everybody likes being recognized for putting 
in exceptional efforts, and we have farmers out 
there working hard to feed this nation and earn 
foreign exchange. Within this context,it becomes 
imperative to celebrate those who produce this 
food at the bottom of the chain, on whose backs 
the burden of feeding the world lies, mostly by 
default,” Elgon Kenya director Mr. Bimal Kantaria 
said.

While still collaborating with the Ministry of 
Agriculture which offers technical support to Elgon 
Kenya, the competition this year has gone a step 
further to partner with the county governments. 
This is a big step in ensuring that the competition 
manages to get as many farmers to participate as 
possible. 

The County governments are well versed with the 
geographical location of the farmers and the farmer 
demographics in their area. Elgon Kenya feels this 
is one sure way of getting inclusivity of the very 
people we are targeting with the competition.

The agricultural offi cers from the Ministry of 
Agriculture working with those from the counties 
and Elgon Kenya staff are already in the fi eld 
sensitizing farmers on the need to participate in 
this year’s feat.

“We feel very honoured to be among the pioneer 
private companies partnering with the government 
to push and lift the dignity of our farmers who have 
remained the unsung heroes. With public private 
partnerships being key to unlocking potential in 
various sectors of our economy, we feel it is our 
calling to throw our weight behind this all important 
sector that contributes a quarter of the national 
income, because we have dealt with farmers fi rst 
hand,” said Baiju Kantaria Director Elgon Kenya Ltd.

Through farmer fi eld days and agricultural shows 
the team hopes to get as many farmers to 
participate as possible after which a panel will do 
the shortlisting of the fi nalists who it will visit to to 
carry out detailed performance assessment of the 
competitor’s performance.  

The highly competent judging panel will consist 
of teams of agricultural personnel, specialists in 
crops and livestock enterprises, agribusiness and 
those in the natural resource management and 
conservation.

The event will culminate in the crowing of the 
winners at a special gala night to be announced at 
a later date.

Elgon Kenya is also partnering with Nation Media 
Group, one of the media houses which has 
consistently demonstrated its commitment to 
highlighting success stories in agriculture in the 
country. 

FARMERS AWARD

Farmers are yet again set to be awarded in the 
Second edition of the National Farmers Awards. 

Elgon Kenya Limited Product Development 

Manager,  Ashok Reddy
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Every farmer especially those in 
horticulture knows that their biggest 
headache is a tiny, soft, pear-shaped, 
pest with a long antennae called aphid.  

What is even more worrying is their rate of 
reproduction. Female aphids can reproduce 
without mating, giving birth continuously to 
live nymphs. Nymphs mature in 1 to 2 weeks 
and start producing offspring themselves. 

Their damage to a crop is instant and 
catastrophic. Within hours they suck the 
plant sap distorting leaves, buds, branch tips, 
and flowers and producing a sooty mold to 
grow, which, in addition to being ugly to look 
at, blocks light from leaves. They then spread 
the virus. Add this nightmare to other pests 
like thrips, whiteflies, fruit flies and stem 
borer and understand why farmers keep vigil 
in their farms. Cumulatively the pests have 
been known to cause damage of up to 70 
percent of all crop yields and are known to 
cost the economy a staggering Sh200million 
yearly in lost yields.

Worse still is how fast the pests seem to 
develop immunity to conventional pesticides. 

But farmers can now breathe easy. A new 
pest control weapon dubbed Danadim® 
Progress is taming the voracious pests and 
is proving effective against pests that attack 
coffee, wheat, barley, rice, grapefruit, lemons, 

oranges, corn, pyrethrum, cotton, tobacco, 
melons, beans, sorghum, soy beans, tomatoes, 
cabbages and other vegetables.

Its ability to act on the pest immediately after 
application has been its unique selling point.

Produced by world agro input giant 
Cheminova, Danadim® Progress contains 
the active ingredient dimethoate which acts 
by contact and ingestion. Acting through 
inhibition of cholinesterase enzymes, it is 
used to control a wide range of sucking and 
chewing pests.

Danadim contains a new and improved 
formulation based on unique patented 
technology that guarantees instant attack on 
even the mutating pests.

Danadim® Progress can be mixed with other 
insecticides and fungicides.

Following application, the product is 
quickly absorbed by plant tissues and then 
translocated within the plant. In this way 
the product can also control pests feeding 
on the underside of the leaf, even though 
the product is applied on the upper leaf 
surface. For instance, in densely sown cereal 

crops, such as barley, Danadim® Progress is 
particularly effective in controlling aphids 
feeding on both the upper as well as the 
lower plant parts due to the systemic action 
of the product. Danadim®

Progress provides residual control lasting 10 
to 15 days.

Non-systemic insecticides like pyrethroids 
mainly control aphids feeding on the upper 
plant parts in cereals. In addition, pyrethroid 
resistance is a growing concern in many 
countries, for which reason Danadim® 
Progress is the ideal complement to a 
resistance management strategy.

Danadim® Progress is registered in orchards 
and vegetables and a variety of row-crops. 
However, the main crops are cereals, 
vegetables, olives and citrus.

Persons intending to use products of 
Danadim are advised to use and follow the 
label and / or instructions accompanying that 
product.

The product is distributed in Kenya and 
regionally by agricultural powerhouse Elgon 
Kenya

Taming aphids with Danadim 
progress

PRODUCT PROFILE >>

David Muiru, Senior Agronomist
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<< PRODUCT PROFILE

Tomato farmers in the country 
are a worried lot after a tomato 
pest  originating from Europe and 
South America and which wipes 

upto 100 percent yields in days continue 
to wreck havoc to a crop that brings 
the country over Sh14billion annually.

Dubbed Tuta Absoluta the dangerous 
pest was discovered in the country a 
few months ago. Reports indicate that it 
was fi rst reported in Isiolo in 2014 but 
now has spread to most parts of Kenya.

 Large areas of mined leaves makes farmers 
mistake it for late blight. The larvae can 
mine new fruits leaving holes and frass 
on the surface. Other disease causing 
organisms enter the holes and make 
the fruits rot.  Tuta absoluta reproduces 
rapidly, with a life cycle ranging from 
24-38 days, depending on temperature. 
The minimum temperature for activity 
is 9°C. Its larval stage (caterpillars) 

The pest also thrives on other host plants apart 
from tomatoes which include night shade,  
egg plant,  potato,   Datura  among others.

Caterpillars prefer leaves and stems, but 
may also occur underneath the crown of 
the fruit and even inside the fruit itself. The 
caterpillars attack only green fruit. The 
most distinctive symptoms are the blotch-
shaped mines in the leaves. In case of 
serious infection, leaves die off completely. 

Mining damage to the plant causes its 
malformation. Damage to fruit allows for 
example fungal diseases to enter, leading 
to rotting fruit before or after harvest.

The rate at which the disease hit the 
country caught farmers unawares 
with most of them losing thousands 
of kilos of tomatoes and income. 

Mugo a horticultural farmer from 
Kirinyaga with a bias to tomatoes has 
been such a farmer. Having been in the 
tomato farming for so long and having 
experienced many tomato diseases and 
pests, he said Tuta Absoluta was the most 
devastating he has ever come across. 

He lost yields worth Sh1million within 
a week to the disease which spread 
unabated. “I started spotting dark spots in 
tomatoes which were ready for harvest. 
Before I could diagnose what the problem 
was hundreds of my tomatoes had started 
showing the same symptoms,” he said.

It took the intervention of agricultural 
offi cers for Mugo to know the pest 
responsible for his yield loss. But aware 
of the danger it posed to his farm, and 
the tens of jobs at stake from workers 
he treasures so much, Mugo moved 
swiftly. He was advised to use some 
pesticides but out of the cocktail of the 
pesticides he uses he is all praises to 
Coragen 2SC which he says is working 
wonders and cleared the pests instantly.

Manufactured by DuPont and distributed 
regionally by agro input behemoth 
Elgon Kenya Limited, Coragen works 
by incapacitating the muscles of the 
pests. Its favorable low toxic profi le 
and recommended low use rates, 
has made it a popular choice among 
horticultural farmers across the world. 

According to Elgon Kenya the decision to 
distribute Coragen was informed by its 
promise to always be there for smallholder 
farmers whenever need arise and to 
provide effi cient, proactive and affordable 
farming solutions to its customers; the 
farmers. “We are indeed happy to hear 
that a pest that has taken its toll on 
tomato yields is being suppressed by one 
of our products. It serves to show how 
committed we are in fi ghting pests and 
eventually ensuring enhanced food security 

in the country,” said Mahesh Sharma, Head 
of Business in agriculture, Elgon Kenya.

But Coragen is one of the many products 
by Elgon Kenya that have proven 
potent in the fi ght against Tuta Absoluta. 

Evisect 50sp  another weapon assures 
farmers of instant and guaranteed attack 
against Tuta Absoluta within minutes 
for good, taming further spread of the 
disease or any chances of recurrence. 

And to complement the arsenals, is a host 
of Integrated Pest Management tools that 
farmers can count on to wipe Tuta Absoluta. 
Elgon Kenya believes both chemical 
weapons and IPM complement each other, 
because while one can do without the other, 
both can deliver better results together 
which is the bottom line for every farmer.

 On behalf of Russells IPM from 
London, Elgon Kenya sells IPM products 
like pheromone traps, sticky boards, 
rods and physical traps all meant to 
contain diseases like Tuta Absoluta.

Elgon Kenya fi nds solution to foreign pest 
ravaging tomatoes

Mr. Vaibhav Deshmukh,  Business 

Manager (Agribusiness)
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It was song and dance at the great Enashipai 
Resort and Spa Hotel, Naivasha on 17th 
May 2014 as hundreds of Rotarians from 
different parts of the world joined in the 

crowning of District Governor Elect, Bimal 
Kantaria with District Governor 2013-14 
Harry Mugo, Rotary International President 
Representative, Richard King, Past District 
Governors, politicians & guests.

The event was organized by the 89th District 
Conference & Assembly Committee led by 
the outgoing District Governor  Harry Mugo. 
Donned in diverse evening wear, and dancing  
in unison to the multicultural rhythms both 
on and off stage, Rotarians celebrated Bimal 
as he as he received the much coveted 
District Governor’s Chain. He colorfully  
unveiled the 2014-2015 Rotary Year Theme,  
Light Up Rotary.

The Incoming District Governor who is 
also the Director of Elgon Kenya Limited 
encouraged Rotarians to continue with the 
good work of Rotary. “Our diversity is our 
strength” he said to the thrilled crowd. “We 
hope to accomplish even more in my year 
as District Governor. As our theme suggests, 
let us light up Rotary. A little light will expel 
darkness, if you light your candle and I light 
mine, together we Light up Rotary and we 
light up other  peoples’ lives. There is much 
more to be done” he said passionately. “Let 
us roll up our sleeves, and Light up the World 
too!”

Over 1.2 million neighbors, friends, and 
community leaders who come together 
to create positive, lasting change in our 
communities and around the world.

Diverse occupations, cultures, and countries 
give us a unique perspective. A shared passion 
for service helps Rotarians accomplish the 
remarkable.

The Journey
Rotary started with the vision of one man—
Paul P. Harris. The Chicago attorney formed 
one of the world’s first service organizations, 
the Rotary Club of Chicago, in 1905 as 
a place where professionals with diverse 
backgrounds could exchange ideas and form 
meaningful, lifelong friendships. Rotary’s 
name came from the group’s early practice 
of rotating meetings among the offices of 
each member.  Since 1905, Rotary has taken 

on some of the world’s 
toughest challenges and 
helped a wide range of 
international and service 
organizations like the UN 
get started.

Structure
Rotary is made up of 
three parts: at the heart 
of Rotary are clubs that 
are supported by Rotary 
International and The 
Rotary Foundation. Rotary 
clubs bring together 
dedicated individuals to 
exchange ideas, build 
relationships, and serve in 
their communities in line 
with the Rotary Motto 
“Service Above Self. 
Rotary International  supports Rotary clubs 
worldwide by coordinating global programs, 
campaigns, and initiatives.

The Rotary Foundation 
uses generous donations to fund projects by 
Rotarians and our partners in communities 
around the world. All of the Foundation’s 
funding comes from voluntary contributions 
made by Rotarians and friends. Together 
Rotarians make lasting improvements in their 
communities and around the world.

How we work
Rotary’s impact starts with its members—
people who work tirelessly with their clubs 
to solve some of our communities’ toughest 
challenges. Their efforts are supported 
by Rotary International, our member 
association, and The Rotary Foundation, 
which turns generous donations into grants 
that fund the work of our members and 
partners around the world. Rotary is led 
by our members—responsible leaders who 
help to carry forward our organization’s 
mission and values in their elected roles.  We 
work together from around the world to 
solve some of our world’s most challenging 
problems. We began our fight against polio in 
1979 with a project to immunize 6 million 
children in the Philippines. By 2012, only 
three countries remain polio-endemic—
down from 125 in 1988.

Financials
Whether helping to eradicate polio or 

providing clean water in the Northern 
parts of Kenya, Rotary’s work is funded by 
our members, outside donors, and market 
investments.  Each year, gifts to The Rotary 
Foundation fund thousands of projects 
around the globe.

Responsible leadership & transparency
Responsible leadership means being both 
efficient and trustworthy with our donations. 
We use nearly 90% of our funding for program 
expenses. Being financially responsible means 
having nothing to hide. Visit www.Rotary.org  
to learn more about how we earn and spend 
our money.

Our  strategic partners
I n strategic partnerships, we multiply impact. 
Our valued partners include:
• Aga Khan University
• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
• Centers for Disease Control and   

Prevention
• Global Food Banking Network
• Goodwill
• Mercy Ships
• Shelter Box
• UNESCO-IHE
• UNICEF
• UNITED NATIONS

Learn more? Join us?
www.rotary.org or www.district9212.org

Pomp and colour marks Bimal’s crowning 
as Rotary District 9212 Governor

LEADERSHIP  >>

BY BETTY KARUU
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WELCOME ALL:  A banner welcomes leaders to 
the 89th District Conference and Assembly

WORTHY CAUSE: The spouse of the representative 
to the International Rotary President joins District 
9212 Governor’s spouse in unveiling the 2014-2015 

Rotary Year Theme

MEDAL OF HONOUR: District 9212 Governor 
Bimal Kantaria receives an appreciation trophy 
for his work as District Vocational Chair 2013-

2014 from IPDG Harry Mugo

PASSING THE MANTLE: District 9212 
Governor Bimal is presented with the 

District Governor’s Chain by immediate past 
District Governor Harry Mugo

SERVICE ABOVE SELF: District 9212 
Gonernor Bimal Kantaria displays the 

prestigious Governor’s chain as he gives a 
moving acceptance speech

JIG OF JOY: Bimal Kantaria and his family break for 
a dance upon his unveiling as District 9212 Governor

SEAT OF WISDOM: Bimal Kantaria receives ‘Njung’wa’- a 
Kikuyu elder’s stool from members of Rotary Club of Kikuyu

TO SERVE AND TO PROTECT: Immediate Past District 
9212 Governor Harry Mugo congratulates newly unveiled 
District Governor Bimal Kantaria as other rotary offi cials 

looks on.

WELL DONE: District Governor Bimal pins the 
District Governor Elect Badge on Teshome Kebede

TOGETHER AS ONE: Past District Governors Yusuf Dawood 
and Sam Awori with their spouses join Rotary International 

President Representative Richard King during the launch of DG 
Bimal’s 2014-2015 District Directory

FORMIDABLE UNION: District 9212 
Governor Bimal Kantaria shakes hands with 

Rotary International President Representative 
Richard King

NUGGETS OF WISDOM: Past District Governors , Rotary 
International President Representative and Spouses pause 

for a photo

CHAIN OF HONOUR: New District 9212 Governor- 
Bimal Kantaria stands up to song and dance as he goes 

to receive the District Governors’ chain

SELFLESS BRIGADE : District 9212 Governor Bimal 
Kantaria presents his team of able Rotary club ladies.

LET IT SHINE: Rotarians enjoy a moment of Renewal, 
Joy and Celebration as they carry their candles high 

during the unveiling of ‘Light Up Rotary’ the 2014-2015 
Rotary theme
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Solar Cooker Materials Available 
from Global Hardware

Nishal Sodha - Director

 HARDWARE >>

Two billion people cook with fi rewood or 

charcoal over open fi res, at great cost to their 

health and the environment. Solar cooking 

improves lives, while saving time and money.

Costs Cooking with fi rewood Solar Cooking 

Time Hours every day collecting 
wood and supervising fi re

Minutes to set up

Expense Families may spend $20-30 a 
month on fuel

Sunlight is free

Health Lung diseases from smoke, 
burns to children

No smoke, no fi re 

Environment Local deforestation, global 
warming

Zero emissions

Kenyans who use solar cookers say it “saves time.” It 
never burns food. The cooker sits in the sun while you 
work in the shade. Two hours later, dinner is cooked 
piping hot!

To reduce the cost of solar cooking, Global Hardware will stock 
inexpensive refl ective materials to make Haines Solar Cookers. 
This cooker makes perfect ugali without stirring! And it can 
pasteurize 10 liters of water a day for free. Kenyans who tested 
an earlier model reported saving at least Ksh. 800.00 a month 
on fuel costs, and reducing their use of fi rewood by 77%.

New Materials: The new cooker’s refl ector is polyester 
foam insulation (3mm thick) bonded with refl ective metalized 
polyester fi lm. This material will not oxidize, cannot be scratched 
off, and has a high melting point. The cooking pot is enclosed 
in a clear polycarbonate “cooking sleeve” so the lid remains 
accessible during cooking. The sleeve insulates the pot and 
elevates it off the surface of the refl ector, allowing the sun to be 
refl ected onto the bottom of the pot. A circular polycarbonate 

windscreen provides additional insulation, creating an “oven-
like” atmosphere around the pot.

Volume Buyers Wanted: To keep the price low, and to 
encourage entrepreneurship, Global Hardware will sell materials 
in “roll” quantities only, and for a competitive price, we will 
supply to a dealer network: 
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• One roll refl ective foam material (enough for 50 cookers) 

• 50 clear 0.5 mm. polycarbonate cooking sleeves, 16 cm. x 
120 cm.

• 25 clear .05 mm. polycarbonate rectangles 60 cm. x 120 cm. 
(enough for 50 windscreens)

The cookers are easy to make, requiring only scissors, a paper 
punch, a nail, a piece of wood, and a box-cutter.

See http://solarcooking.wikia.com/wiki/ 
Haines_Foam_Insulation_Cooker.

For those who need smaller quantities or actual cookers, our 
website will have information about contacting volume buyers.

Have an inquiry?  Please do get in touch with Rikim, Sanjay, Mary 
or Joy – all on hand to be of service to you.

Better still, drop us a line on globalhardwarekenya@gmail.com 
and ask to be put onto our automated e-mail notifi cation 
service.  All new arrivals are regularly advertised upon receipt.

globalhardwarekenya@gmail.com 

0786 GLO BAL (456 225)
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As farmers grapple with old and emerging 
diseases predominantly being attributed to 
the vagaries of weather which is causing the 
diseases to mutate, farmers are spending a 
fortune in fungicides that aren’t delivering 
results. 

Studies by various institutions both private 
and public in the country and regionally 
indicate that smallholder farmers are 
spending upto 20 percent of their income 
on fungicides and pesticides but are ending 
up disappointed with the results as the 
devastating effects of the diseases continue 
unabated.

But that is now history. BASF,  the world´s 
leading chemical company has rolled into the 
market a unique fungicide which penetrates 
through the plant, giving good control of 
diseases and as a contact fungicide it remains 
on the leaf longer to prevent new infections 
for a longer period of time.

Dubbed Abacus®, improves water use 
effi ciency since plants treated with the 
fungicide need less water to produce a 
kilogram of grain.  Improved assimilation of 
nitrogen which is as a result of application 

of Abacus enables plant growth which 
ultimately leads to higher yields. 

It has also been proven that Abacus helps in 
inhibited ethylene production under stressful 
conditions, consequently fewer leaves are 
sacrifi ced, allowing the crop to optimise 
the grain fi ll process. The arsenal has also 
proven effective in control of some of the 
most voracious diseases like grey leaf spot, 
northern leaf blight and rust in maize.

Research conducted locally has proven 
that the use of Abacus®, according to label 
recommendations, can also increase yield 
even in situations when low disease pressure 
occur.

Distributed regionally by agrochemical giant 
Elgon Kenya Limited, Abacus is touted to be 
of huge benefi t to maize farmers who have 
traditionally chocked under inferior pest and 
disease control arsenals even as diseases 
take toll on yields.

Maize is Kenya’s staple. Each year, the average 
Kenyan consumes 98 kilograms of maize, 
the staple of the Kenyan diet. Its production 
is characterized by high smallholder 
participation which contributes about 75 
percent of the overall production, with the 

remaining 25 percent being contributed by 
the large-scale farmers. However shortage 
looms every at harvest.

According to the Kenya National Bureau of 
Statistics Kenyans consumed 43 million bags 
of maize and produced 30 million bags in 
2012, demonstrating that production has not 
kept pace with demand. The 13 million-bag 
defi cit has been met through imports.

But while many factors contribute to the 
biting shortage every year, it’s the diseases 
that have fanned this shortage. Farmers lack 
of access to quality pest control missiles 
leaves at the mercy of the diseases. “That is 
why we continue to position ourselves to 
assisting our farmers in all the ways we can 
and our partnerships with institutions like 
BASF is proof enough that Kenya can feed 
itself if we make sure that we fi ght the biggest 
threat to food insecurity; pests and diseases. 
Products like Abacus are a guarantee that 
food security and producing surplus is 
possible,” said Edwin Nyabiba of Elgon Kenya.

Caution is however given in the application 
of Abacus to allow a minimum number of 
days between the last application and harvest 
or grazing.

Fighting voracious diseases an 
Abacus dose at a time

PRODUCT PROFILE >>>

Mr. Mahesh Sharma, Head of 

Business in agriculture, Elgon Kenya
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THE FACES BEHIND THE BRAND: Dickson, Vaibhav, 
Joyce, David, Nelson and Menaria at the International 
Flower Expo

AT YOUR SERVICE: Elgon Kenya’s Bimal Kantaria listens to 
a customer at IFTEX

HOW WE DO IT: Elgon Kenya director Baiju Kantaria with 
guests at the fl ower expo BRAND AMBASSADORS: Mangesh, Vaibhav, Ashok and Jayakanth 

Elgon Kenya share a point at the Elgon stand during this year’s 
IFTEX

CUSTOMER RELATIONS: Elgon Kenya director Baiju Kantaria 
emphasizes a point to a customer during the fl ower expo

ROSES ARE RED: Participants enjoy different fl ower bouquet during the 
International Flower Trade Expo 2014

UNITED WE STAND: Elgon Kenya Director Bimal Kantaria (third from left) with DuPont 
Ltd Exceutive Vice President Mr. James Borel (fi fth from left),  Agriculture Secretary Ms Anne 
Onyango (Sixth from left) and other offi cials at Kilimo House where they discussed Public private 
partnerships to steer Kenya’s agricultural growth.

DOING MY BIT Rotary Club District 9212 Governor Bimal Kantaria (right) First 
Lady Margaret Kenyatta (Center) and Mr. Joe Otin display the slogan when they 
visited the First Lady at State House. WE ARE THIS CLOSE TO ENDING POLIO.



<< PICTORIAL

A STITCH IN TIME . First Lady Margaret Kenyatta  explains her Beyond Zero Campaign to Members of   Rotary Clubs of Nairobi when they called on 
her at State House.

THE WINNING COMBINATION: David, Pradeep and Arun part of Elgon 
Kenya staff at the fl ower expo

TOWERING SUCCESS: Premal a staff at Elgon Kenya’s 
irrigation department poses for a photo during the recently 
concluded IFTEX

THE ELGON FAMILY: Part of the Elgon Kenya Team at Elgon Kenya stand during the fl ower expo.

TRY US:  Vaibhav a staff member at Elgon Kenya explains a 
point to a customer during this year’s IFTEX

UNWAVERING SUPPORT. First Lady Margaret Kenyatta chats with Members 
of   Rotary Clubs of Nairobi who had visited her at Statehouse to support her 
Beyond Zero Campaign



In December this year, I will be a 
holder of a Bachelor of Economics and 
Finance from Mt Kenya University. It 
is a journey that has seen me inspire 

many students in my capacity as a student 
leader and burnt the mid night oil to not 
just pass my exams but to move beyond 
average and leave an indelible mark 
to those I interacted with. A priceless 
lesson I learnt from my mentor Mr. Bimal 
Kantaria, the Managing Director of Elgon 
Kenya who breathed hope where I saw 
none and charted the cause of my career 
thanks to my mother’s stint at Elgon 
Kenya.

With my mum not able to raise the 
money I wanted to go to school having 
retired from her job and taking care of 
other pressing needs I knew my journey 
to a higher institution of learning would 
be a pipe dream. Yet deep inside I knew 
destiny had good plans for me. I believed 
in the maxim that there are good people 
out there. People who believe that 
information is power. I knew I could fi nd 
one. 

In the midst of my desperation my 
mother always reminded me to count 

my blessings. She reminded me that she 
found solace and a future for us through 
people who believed in her and gave her a 
job. I knew Elgon Kenya had not given my 
mother fi sh when she ran to them, they 
had taught her how to fi sh. I needed to be 
strong, for my mother, my family and all 
young girls with the will but no means to 
pursue education. I previously had heard 
heart warming story of Elgon Kenya’s 
commitment to education through the 
Nyanjega primary and secondary school 
initiatives that had gone ahead to produce 
worthy members of society. I knew with 
my will and drive all I needed was a hand 
to cross me over to the other side; to 
empower me education wise. I made a 
decision to visit a company whose praises 
I had read and heard a lot about.

 Word on the streets had it that you 
needed an appointment to see the 
Managing Director of Elgon Kenya 
Limited,but I knew I had one from the 
day I promised myself to include him 
as part of my destiny through excelling 
academically.Mr Bimal loves people with 
big dreams,my sister who was working at 
the company always said that.

At the gate I found a very welcoming 
lady, explained that I wanted to see the 
Managing Director and without further 
questioning, she directed me to the 
receptionist where contrary to other 
companies I received a warm welcome 
accompanied by refreshments. 

But when I explained I wanted to see Mr. 
Bimal I learnt that the Chairman would be 
better placed to see me, I was however 
insistent on seeing Mr. Bimal, it was not 
just about telling him my problems, I 
wanted to learn the story of his life, how 
he made it, how he had managed to steer 
the company to such great heights, I 
wanted mentorship. 

Mr. Bimal gave the go ahead and on 
meeting him and explaining who I was, 
she was all praises on my mum. “Eunice, 

I remember her, she worked for us for 
sometime. She was very hardworking, 
treated her job with the seriousness it 
deserved and played a part in shaping this 
company,” Bimal said nostalgia evident 
in his face. He proceeded to check my 
result slip and I could see his excitement 
at my good grades. In that one moment I 
saw the premium he placed on education 
and anyone who expressed interest in 
pursuing their careers. He offered to help 
me in any way he could. I knew my results 
would impress but I never knew it would 
be this fast and in such a big way. My light 
bulb moment was fi nally here. 

Time is of the essence and I knew Mr. 
Bimal is a busy man but the few minutes I 
spent explaining to him about my dream 
gave me even more impetus to work 
hard in what I do. His level of attention 
as I explained my ambitions, his eye for 
details, his knack to decipher where my 
diffi culties were in terms of going ahead 
with my education made me realize what 
it has taken him to steer Elgon Kenya to 
such highs. 

The visit to make my plea was just that; 
a plea. I however left Bimal’s offi ce and 
Elgon Kenya’s offi ces, a changed lady in 
perception and spirit. The few minutes 
taught me that nothing comes easy, that 
success is sweet when there is toil and 
hardwork and that brands and big names 
don’t just happen, they are made to 
happen. 

Elgon Kenya Limited hasn’t just given my 
academic life fi nancial support during 
my four years at Mt Kenya University 
but also given my resolve to also touch 
other people’s lives a breath of fresh air. I 
vowed to advance Elgon Kenya’s dream of 
making Kenya a better place for all of us, 
to touch a heart whenever called for and 
be a brother’s keeper if need be. 

It feels good to see someone smiling but 
there is no greater joy than knowing that 
someone is smiling because of you.

The day Elgon Kenya opened doors 
to my Economics degree

Tabitha Karigi.

CSR >>
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✦ Fully gravity-powered: no need 

for pump or power source

✦ Easy to install: no need for 

technical expertise

✦ Portable system: it can be easily 

disassembled and stored

✦ Install: It can be installed on 

open field or greenhouse

DRIP KIT

Two different models 250m2 and 500m2

Gravity Powered Drip Irrigation 
System -250m2 - and 500m2

East  Gate Road, Off Mombasa Road P.O. Box 46826 - 00100, Nairobi, Kenya.

Tel: (020) 6534410, Fax: (020) 6534807. 

E-mail: info@elgonkenya.com. salesdesk@elgonkenya.com
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As Kenyan yields become depressed 
due to poor soils that are nutritionally 
deprieved, Kenyan private companies 
like Elgon Kenya Limited have 

positioned themselves to rescue the situation 
with introduction of cheaper and miniature 
packaged fertilizers under the Elgon Thabiti 
brand name.

Kenyan soils have moved from poor to critical 
as scientists indicate that about 99 percent of 
Kenyan soils cannot produce tangible yields 
as they are. The situation is exacerbated by 
the low intake of fertilizer which the farmers 
rely on to boost nutrients and spur growth 
in the wake of failed rains. Numerous reports 
indicate that Kenyan soils acutely lack nitrogen 
and phosphorus, important nutrients for plant 
growth. 

A study by Farmlight International found out 
that cultivated soil in Kenya suffered an annual 
net loss of 46 pounds of nitrogen per acre, 
about 52 kilograms per hectare, removed from 
the field by harvests.

Smallholder farmers in a bid to boost soil fertility 
are turning to conventional fertilizers. While 
Kenya doesn’t produce fertilizers, it imports all 
its fertilizer. Government has traditionally been 
involved in fertilizer import. But the delay in 
arrival of fertilizers has meant late planting by 
farmers which has ultimately had an impact on 
the food security situation in Kenya.

But fertilizer uptake has been dismally low in 
Kenya with the average use being less than 
10kgs per acre, a far cry from the globally 
recommended 75kgs per acre.

With such low fertiliser 
use, the nutrient balance in 
most production systems 
is negative. This results in 
depletion of soil nutrients 
which is a fundamental cause 
for declining food and cash 
crop production.

A journal Global Change 
Biology noted that acute 
underuse of phosphorus and 
nitrogen-based fertilizers in 
Kenya currently contributes 
to a growing yield gap—the 
difference between how much 
crops could produce in ideal 
circumstances compared to 
actual yields. This phosphorus- 
Nitrogen-specific yield gap currently lies at 
around 10 percent for subsistence farmers, 
but will grow to 27 percent by 2050 if current 
trends continue.

But farmers have been left at the mercy of 
environment and powers that be. A government 
fertilizer subsidy project meant to make 
fertilizer cheap and accessible to smallholder 
farmers by boosting yields has ended up doing 
the complete opposite. 

Incessant complicated bureaucratic 
requirements and the delayed import of 
government-subsidised fertiliser have caused 
Kenyan farmers to postpone planting of crops 
over the years, potentially putting the food 
security of the country at risk.

Unscrupulous middlemen, keen on exploiting 
the farmers, also buy the fertilizer at the 
subsidized price and repackage it selling it at a 
higher price. 

Studies have shown that the subsidized fertilizers 
serve a paltry 20 percent of the farmers leaving 
a staggering 80 percent unattended. But private 
companies have been willing to invest in assisting 
the government in closing the supply gap by 
packaging the fertilizers. However incentives 
have been conspicuously missing.

First the delay at the ports, coupled with the 
prohibitive cost of clearing and transporting 
the fertilizer has translated to higher prices 
which have locked thousands of farmers who 
should benefit from it. But Elgon Kenya has 
sought to reverse the pains. In a bid to remain 
true to its mantra of being a one stop shop 

for every Kenyan farmer, the company has 
now entered into the business of fertilizer 
importation, packaging and distribution. Kenya’s 
fertilizer woes stem from access and pricing. 
Elgon Kenya Limited has sought to correct the 
anomaly through importing the fertilizer and 
packaging it in affordable quantities specifically 
for smallholder farmers.

Under the brand name Elgon Thabiti, the three 
flagship fertilizers, Thabiti DAP,  Thabiti CAN 
and Thabiti Urea, meant for wheat, barley, 
vegetables and sugarcane, now means farmers 
can access the fertilizers in time to continue 
with their food production. The fertilizer is 
packaged in 10kg, 20kg and 50kg bags. “I don’t 
have a lot of land and also wanted to maximize 
on the use of the fertilizer available. I couldn’t 
access the fertilizer first due to its late delivery 
and prohibitive pricing. But since I learnt about 
Elgon Thabiti my planting has been timely and 
it also means I save money,” said Mary Njenga 
a horticultural farmer in Thika who says with 
the introduction of Thabiti fertilizer she has 
doubled yields.

“As key industry players in the Kenyan 
agricultural sector and having interacted with 
our farmers over time we feel it is our duty 
to facilitate a sweat free farming experience for 
these farmers. We have noticed with a lot of 
concern how badly the fertilizer distribution 
channels in the country are arranged. We feel 
we need to step in and play our part with 
the packaging and selling of these world class 
fertilizers,” said Nelson Maina of Elgon Kenya.

The fertilizers can be accessed by farmers at 
reasonable prices across the country.

Nourishing nutritionally deprived 
soils Elgon Thabiti way 

SOIL FERTILITY >>

Ashish Bains, head of Crop 

Nutrition Department
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Thirty seven years ago, a young 
boy, the son of a peasant farmer 
walked into the only saw mill 
factory in Red Hill area of Limuru 

in search of any casual job he could do to 
help bolster his family’s income. 

His enthusiasm and persistence caught 
the eyes of the sawmill’s owner who 
immediately signed him up for menial jobs 
where he displayed exemplary work ethic 
that saw him climb career ladder to a wage 
clerk and eventually to the head the entire 
Elgon Kenya transport department. 

Reading like a classic tale from medieval 
times, this is the life of Peter Njoroge Kimani 
and his close to four decades experience 
with Elgon Kenya which has now placed him 
among the longest serving staff.

It has been a sojourn with nostalgia and a 
tinge of dejavu written across Njoroge’s 
face and evident in the smile he wears 
everytime he reminisces days gone by.

Yet that morning in 1977 when he walked 
into Mr. Nanal Kantaria’s timber business 
in search of a job he knew somehow that 
something good was in the offing. “When 
I told Mr Nanu as he was fondly referred 
to by the locals that I wanted a job, he was 
hesitant. I think he was testing my passion 
and drive for the job. I refused to go and 
told him there had to be something I could 
do. It was my persistence and stubbornness 
that convinced him I could do it,” said 
Njoroge.

Njoroge admits that although he first applied 
for the job to earn some money and keep 
him busy, the philosophy, hard work and 
general attitude that Nanu had towards his 
work changed his world view and approach 
to work. “It was his business, yet the old 
man dedicated so much effort to work. He 
never had the boss mentality, if it meant 
getting his hands dirty to do something 
he would do it. You couldn’t tell who the 

boss was.  That commitment and 
work discipline is a lesson I carry 
todate,” Njoroge added.

But his desire to emulate Nanu 
would see him promoted to a 
Wages clerk with his job entailing 
paying the staff that worked at 
Nanu’s business.

Now working closely with 
Nanu Njoroge says he got more 
interested in understanding the 
old man’s business model and 
life’s philosophy.

He would accompany Nanu in 
various community projects and 
activities. Njoroge was  impressed 
by the level of respect and 
connection that Nanu had with the locals. 
At one time they went to donate books 
and other school facilties to Muthurwa 
Primary School and Karura Primary school 
and it dawned on him that Mr. Nanu has the 
rare gift of mobilizing people to any noble 
cause. “They nicknamed him Nanu. What 
was striking was how he spoke the Kikuyu 
language with so much ease, attended 
all community activities like weddings 
and burials and also fulfilled all Kikuyu 
customary rites which saw him sit in the 
area council of elders,” Njoroge added.

Njoroge further opines that the strong 
foundation laid by Elgon Kenya’s forefathers 
and which have been cemented over the 
years by those who took over the company 
has made me stay on at the company.

When Nanu passed on, the transition was 
smooth with no staff losing their jobs.  
When Elgon Kenya’s current chairman 
. Rajinkant Kantaria and son to Mr. Nanu 
took over, the resolve to grow the business 
while keeping the staff motivated convinced 
Njoroge to stay on. “The company has a 
very rare and unique quality of treating its 
staff with utmost respect while building on 

their competencies. You feel appreciated 
and wanted,” Njoroge said.

But the longstanding loyalty and hardwork 
exhibited by Njoroge over the years would 
not go unrecognized at Elgon Kenya. 

His zeal and work discipline eventually saw 
him elevated to be the head of the entire 
transport department at Elgon Kenya. His 
work entails tracking movement of cars, 
disbursing cars to run various errands and 
coordinating all transport logistics at the 
company.

And in an era where workers are constantly 
on the move in search of greener pastures 
and good tidings, Njoroge has never had 
qualms about looking for another job. Infact 
he would encourage his children to apply 
for a job at Elgon Kenya knowing they have 
a guaranteed job if they embrace hardwork 
and discipline. “Why would I look for a job 
elsewhere. People move because they are 
looking for something. I have everything I 
need at Elgon Kenya. My work is appreciated, 
the working conditions are perfect, and the 
company is growing fast just like I have 
grown career wise. Why would I move. This 
is family,” added Njoroge.

Peter Njoroge Kimani 

From Redhill to Hilltop: Elgon 
Kenya’s growth story in the 
eyes of long serving staff
BY NELSON MAINA

<< STAFF PROFILE
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Behind the metamorphosis of Elgon 
Kenya from a humble timber business 
in little known Red Hill village of 
Limuru to the regional agricultural 

behemoth it is today, is the heart warming 
story of long serving staff who have stuck 
with the company for over four decades 
in what they now call family. This strong 
foundation has been cemented over the 
years by the symbiotic relationship between 
the staff and management with the realization 
of the heritage and wealth of knowledge the 
staff have in the growth of the company and 
the staff ’s appreciation of the everyday role 
that the management continues to play in 
their lives and those of their families.

Majority of the old serving staff started 
working with the founding fathers of Elgon 
Kenya, then a humble timber business. 
The staff then did menial jobs like loading 
and ferrying timber to being petrol station 
attendants.

But as Elgon Kenya has grown, so have 
they, moving in ranks to assume prestigious 
positions like transport heads, and 
supervisors.

“ Our philosophy and mantra which we 
inherited from our founding fathers is to 

work together as a team and live like a 
family. We appreciate and reward loyalty and 
hardwork. Our long serving staff has been 
a very good example of the newcomers on 
the fruits of hardwork. They are not just 
workers, they have been long enough in the 
company. We see them as family, and we 
are proud of the dedication they have put 
in helping us grow the company together 
and make Kenya a good place for us all,” said 
Elgon Director Bimal Kantaria.

Some of the men who have showed 
unwavering commitment growing together 
with the company include David Njenga 
who started off as a petrol attendant in the 
Late Nanal Kantaria’s timber business fourty 
years ago to a chemical store supervisor, 
a job he currently holds. “I have grown 
from a petrol attendant to chemical store 
supervisor. This company has taught me the 

values of hardwork. I never forget to remind 
my children,” said Njenga.

Richard Mburu joined Elgon Kenya over 20 
years ago as a driver transporting logs to the 
sawmill that was owned by Nanal. Twenty 
years later and with the expansion of Elgon 
Kenya he is now among the chief drivers 
serving a growing clientele in the company. 
“I sleep at night knowing that in Elgon Kenya 
I don’t just have an employer but a brother 
and family. The company has been there for 
me when I have needed it. That gives me the 
spirit to serve it with dedication and loyalty,” 
he said.

Peter Njoroge Kimani who rose from a wages 
clerk 37 years ago to heading the entire 
transport department, believes Elgon Kenya 
is a company in its own league and different 
from others. “My work is appreciated, the 
working conditions are perfect, and the 
company is growing fast just like I have grown 
career wise. Why would I move. This is my 
family,” he explained.

And as the drive to scale the dreams of the 
founding fathers actualizes with each passing 
day, Elgon Kenya continues to rely on the 
wisdom and counsel of its long serving staff 

to keep the fire of the initial business idea 
ever burning even as it positions itself as the 
regional agricultural powerhouse well aware 
that staff a company’s staff is the engine that 
oils a company’s growth. 

Oiling the wheels of Elgon Kenya 
growth the oldest staff way

HALL OF FAME  >>

David Njenga, supervisor Elgon 
Kenya Ltd.

Richard Mburu, Senior driver

Peter Njoroge Kimani Head of  Transport

Kamlesh Kumar K. Patel, Head 

Planning and Logistics Department
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<< CSR

A Sh700, 000 donation by Elgon Kenya 
to the construction of a school and 
cultural center in Mwingi has been a 
cardinal building block that promises 

over 400 residents of Mwingi area access to 
quality education.

The donation is part of Elgon Kenya’s 
longstanding commitment to corporate social 
responsibility which revolves around lending a 
hand to needy fellow Kenyans as the company 
remains true to its mantra of being a Kenyan 
company for Kenyans. 

The Mwingi project involves construction of 5 
classrooms, one prayer hall, one staff room, two 
offices, one store and one toilet block.

International Society for Krishan consciousness 
(ISKCON) an institution involved in extensive 
preaching and outreach programs that connects 
people to God across the world is behind the 
Mwingi project.

Mahachandra Das, the leader of the organization 
has been helping ISKCON with preaching 
programmes in Mwingi. A positive response for 
learning by Mwingi residents has necessitated 
the expansion of teaching facilities. 

The ongoing school construction has been 
hailed as important in providing primary as 
well as moral and spiritual education to the 
residents. After years of teaching at Mwingi 
Mahachandra Das became the principal of the 
Mwingi school. Currently the school has 200 
students with the construction expected to 

increase student population to 400. 
The school will sit on two acres.

The cultural and educational center 
is expected to serve a further 3,000 
residents.

. “Elgon Kenya’s contribution was 
a great help to the construction, as 
it is an expensive activity. With this 
contribution, ISKCON will be able 
to meet the construction deadlines 
and have the school up and running 
as soon as possible. ISKCON is really 
grateful and indebted to Elgon for 
its support. ISKCON prays that 
Elgon can grow in terms of business 
activity as well as continue to help 
and benefit such projects in rural 

areas,” said Mahachandra Das.

Elgon Kenya has been on the frontline in being 
a brother’s keeper through assisting various 
projects and institutions.

It has donated a Sh850,000 for a Toyota Noah 
towards assisting Bethsaida home for the aged 
that was struggling with transporting the elderly 
to the nearest health facility.

Elgon Kenya also assisted the home in installing 
a three phase electricity line which has meant 
cutting cost of power. With the installation of 
power, the home has invested in boreholes that 
are now watering the horticultural produces 
grown at the 1.8 hectares land that is owned 
by the home.

Elgon Kenya has also been involved in 
supporting Kenyan education. The company 
built the Nyanjega primary school in Limuru 
to assist children from humble backgrounds 
access quality education. The school has been 
a fountain of knowledge to children who would 
otherwise not have had a chance. School going 
children are every day given a cup of porridge 
to keep them attentive in school. Boasting of a 
student population of about 800, the school has 
since its establishment gone ahead to produce 
doctors, lawyers and distinguished members of 
the society.

Bimal Kantaria, Elgon Kenya’s Director has also 
been actively involved in assisting the operations 
of St Joseph Vocational Institute for the poor 

in Mlolongo. The institution aims to equip the 
youth with skills on latest technology and 
development of micro and small enterprises, 
one of the pillars of the country’s economy. 
The institute has gone ahead to produce top 
notch automative engineers and mechanics in 
the country.

“We always want to breathe hope where none 
exists, light up spirits whenever we can. We 
believe that is our calling, to do our little bit in 
making our motherland Kenya and the world a 
beautiful place to live in,” said Bimal Kantaria.

Elgon Kenya builds spiritual 
home and hopes in Mwingi

Jane Waweru - Elgon Kenya Ltd.
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Know your pests
PEST CONTROL >>

THRIPS

Thrips are tiny, about 5 milimetres long, seen as animated lines running along veins on the 
undersides of plant leaves. Many farmers report thrips as a small “worm with legs”. Larvae 
and adults look similar, but adults have wings and can fl y. They feed on a large variety 
of plants predominantly fl owers and vegetables. Their presence is catastrophic to crops. 
Leaves infested with thrips will appear brown. Later, a silvery metallic looking sheen may 
cover leaf surfaces. Not all Thrips create this sheen. With or without the sheen, a farmer 
will also see black specks. Only on close inspection is the pest itself found.

WHITEFLIES
Whitefl ies can be found on the undersides of leaves and are active during the daytime when the 
temperature is warm. When a heavily infested plant is disturbed, white clouds of winged adults fl y into 
the air.

Some species of whitefl ies can become serious pests of certain vegetable crops, greenhouse plants or 
ornamental plants. In colder climates, whitefl ies die outdoors, but in warmer climates, as well as indoors 
and in greenhouses, they can reproduce throughout the year with several overlapping generations.

Whitefl ies damage plants by sucking out plant juices. Because large amounts of sap can be removed, 
primarily by the developing nymphs, heavily infested plants can be seriously weakened and grow poorly. 
Leaves often turn yellow, appear dry and drop prematurely.

APHIDS
Aphids are sap-sucking insects, ranging in size from quarter of an inch or less long. Most aphids 
feed on foliage, stems and fl owers but some suck sap from roots. Although there are many 
species of aphids, some species only attack one or two plant species, but others attack a wide 
range of plant hosts. Almost all plants can be affected, including ornamentals, vegetables, fruits, 
and greenhouse plants.

Aphids feed by sucking sap from plants. When the number of aphids on a plant is very high for 
an extended period, their feeding can cause wilting and sometimes even dieback of shoots and 
buds. Some aphids can cause leaf curling when the insect infests emerging leaves. Sometimes 
problems with aphids do not primarily involve plant injury but instead their production of 
sticky honeydew. Honeydew is the waste material excreted by aphid.

MITES
Mites are tiny sap-sucking plant pests. They attack the underside of leaves and suck the vigor 
from the plant; with large infestations they may even kill a plant. They feed on many fruit trees, 
vines, berries, vegetables, and ornamental plants. Mites cause damage by sucking cell contents 
from leaves. A small number of mites usually isn’t reason for concern, but very high populations—
levels high enough to show visible damage to leaves—can damage plants, especially herbaceous 
ones. At fi rst, the damage shows up as a stippling of light dots on the leaves; sometimes the leaves 
take on a bronze color. As feeding continues, the leaves turn yellowish or reddish and drop off. 

On annual vegetable crops—such as squash, melons, and watermelons—loss of leaves can have 
a signifi cant impact on yield and lead to sunburning.

By Mahesh Sharma, Head of Business in agriculture, Elgon Kenya
Even as pests continue to ravage farms bringing with them catastrophic effects on crop yields and ultimately food 
security in the country, agro input company Elgon Kenya alive to this fact has in stock modern and affordable weapons 
against the pests. The pest control weapons have proven potent and effective in taming the said pests. Farmers are 
advised to always read the instructions in the label of the pesticides/insecticides before use as precautionary measure 
and for optimum results.
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DANADIM PROGRESS

Danadim® Progress contains the active ingredient dimethoate which acts by contact and ingestion. Acting through inhibition of cholinesterase 
enzymes, it is used to control a wide range of sucking and chewing pests including Hemiptera, Thysanoptera, Coleoptera, Diptera, Lepidoptera 
and Acari in a variety of row-crops, orchards and vegetables. It is used in a wide range of crops to control chewing as well as sucking pests. It is 
effective shortly after application thus providing quick knockdown.

Following application, the product is quickly absorbed by plant tissues and then translocated within the plant. In this way the product can also 
control pests feeding on the underside of the leaf, even though the product is applied on the upper leaf surface. For instance, in densely sown 
cereal crops, such as barley, Danadim®. Progress is particularly effective in controlling aphids feeding on both the upper as well as the lower plant 
parts due to the systemic action of the product. Danadim® Progress provides residual control lasting 10 – 15 days.

CORAGEN 2SC

Caterpillars are every farmer’s nightmare. An army can feast on an entire one acre farm within hours. But 
farmers can now breathe easy as Elgon Kenya has now brought to their doorsteps Coragen 2SC, one of 
the most powerful weapons against these caterpillars. It has proven impressive in the control of caterpillars 
in roses, helicoverpa Armigera on carnations, French beans, snowpeas, sugar snaps and tomatoes and 
Diamond black moth in cabbages.

It works by incapacitating the muscles of the insects. When the insect comes in contact or ingests 
Rynaxypyr® chemical, the Rynaxypyr® binds itself to the receptors located in the insect’s muscle and 
activates them. Calcium then fl oods out of the open receptors. As stored calcium is needed for contraction, 
the insect muscles become paralyzed and the insect is eventually incapacitated. Target insects stop feeding 
within minutes upon contact or ingestion. Its favorable low toxic profile and recommended low use rates, 
Coragen has become a popular choice for growers, farm workers and the environment.

Even as pests continue to ravage farms bringing with them catastrophic effects on crop yields and ultimately food 
security in the country, agro input company Elgon Kenya alive to this fact has in stock modern and affordable 
weapons against the pests. The pest control weapons have proven potent and effective in the above names pests. 
Farmers are adviced to always read the instructions in the label of the pesticides/insecticides for optimum results. 

FACT SHEET: ELGON KENYA PEST CONTROL WEAPONS

Zoro 1.8 % EC

Zoro is a natural derive acaricide which provides an effective and long lasting control of spidermites and leaf miners 
in ornamentals. It is a broad spectrum insecticide/miticide. It acts by blocking transmission of signals between nerve 
cells. Shortly after ingestion, the susceptible mites and insects become irreversibly paralysed and die within 3 to 4 
days.  ZORO is a good choice anytime for farmers who need effective and economical mite control.

ZORO has been tested for phytotoxicity and has a wide margin of safety on a variety of crops. ZORO has also 
been shown to be compatible with many commonly used pesticides, crop oils, and nutritional sprays. In addition, 
ZORO provides an extended period of control compared to most other products. It is quickly absorbed into the 
plant tissue, and provides residual activity. Effects on benefi cials on the leaf surface are minimal.

PREMPT 20EC 

This is a broad spectrum insecticide for 
control of whitefl ies and other complex 
pests such as caterpillars leafminers, aphids, 
fl ower beetles and budworms.

It has two important and active ingredients 
that help it combat insecticides. The two 
ingredients contain pyrethroid and Insect 
Growth regulator (IGR). Pyriproxyfen 
(IGR) acts on egg and nymph stages, while 
Fenpropaththrin (pyrethroid) has strong 
effi cacy against adult white fl ies. Prempt 
20EC is compatible with most conventional 
insecticides and fungicides except strong 
alkaline materials. 

Lambdastar 5% E.C  
Emulsifi able concentrate.

This is a broad spectrum contact 
insecticide for effective control of 
whitefl ies and aphids in watermelons. 
It is a pyrethroid insecticide for 
the control of biting and sucking 
insect pests in crops. It has a quick 
knockdown and stomach and 
repellence effect through contact, 
residual and stomach activity and 
therefore stopping pest damage to 
crops immediately.
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I 
have on several occasions received 
telephone calls from total strangers 
who call to inquire about our 
products with the intention of 

sourcing packaging material from our 
Company.  Many of these callers have 
intimated to me that, having been 
disappointed by the services of their 
current suppliers, and after asking 
around, they have been referred to 
us by some of our existing customers.

Now to be recommended to a potential 
client by an existing one, qualifi es as 
one of the greatest vote of confi dence 
in our products and services.  The 
other important vote of confi dence is 
to be picked as the preferred supplier 
whenever an order is very urgent or 
where very high quality is demanded.

In almost all work place environments 
including those where stock movements 
are fully computerised situations will 
always crop up where the stores personnel 
have to rush to the procurement offi  cer 
with news that a certain items is either 
out of stock or just about to run out or 
is in insuffi  cient amount to complete 

urgent orders.  Caught up in 
such a scenario, the procurement 
offi  cer will require a supplier who 
has been time tested and proven 
to be capable of delivering the 
items within a reasonable time 
frame to avoid loss of order and 
to minimise unnecessary costs.  It 
is during such times of crisis that 
many of our clients turn to us, 
having proved our reliability over 
the years.  And this is precisely 
why they recommend us to other 
potential customers.  They have 
in essence because some of 
our very valuable ambassadors.

At the end of the day reliability in 
suppliers is all about costs.  Poor 
services contribute to hidden 
costs that ultimately have an 
eff ect on the bottom line.  Late 
supply of packaging material 

translates into lack of products on 
shelves and ultimately loss of sales. For 
export orders unnecessary costs like 
demurrage, hotel charges etc can be 
incurred as the transporters wait for the 
goods.  All these hidden costs can be 
eliminated or reduced by choosing the 
right suppliers for packaging material.

And nowhere is the demand for effi  cient 
deliveries so critical as in our very own 
sleeves department.  I once overheard 
an angry client berate one of the fl ower 
growers who supply him with fl owers as 
to why they never bought sleeves from us 
after the fi rm given the contract to supply 

sleeves failed to do so in time, leading 
to delays in delivering fl owers to the EU 
market.  Hey, fl owers are not supposed 
to arrive late at the market place.

As the head of the sleeves department, 
a department that specialises in the 
manufacture of fl ower sleeves, we play 
a critical role in the fl oriculture industry 
which has over the years seen rapid 
expansion in Kenya and the wider East 
African region.  As the industry has been 
growing, so has the department, in order 
to carter for the increasing needs of this 
important sector reported to be one of 
the biggest foreign exchange earner for 
the country.  The fl oriculture industry is 
very demanding in terms of meeting 
deadlines with very little room for delays 
or mistakes.  Meeting tight schedules is 
the norm rather than the exception and 
this has made us to continue investing 
in both personnel and machinery.  We 
conduct regular trainings to our personnel 
to raise their awareness on the needs and 
requirements of our customers and how 
these needs can be met.  This we do in 
order to be in sync with the demands 
of the industry.  To this end, we also 
recently acquired an ultramodern sleeve 
making machine with online punching 
capability in yet another step to meet the 
high demand for quality fl ower sleeves. 

 Being an established company has 
also helped us know the trends in 
the market and to project with a very 
high degree of accuracy on our raw 
material requirements.  This has enabled 
us to strike a balance in just having 
the required amount of raw material 
without overstocking or running out 
of material.  Unlike other companies it 
is extremely rare for us to completely 
run out of raw material and this has put 
us in good stand with our customers.

Our reliability remains our strong selling 
point and we intend to keep it that way 
in the years to come. As long as the 
fl oriculture industry remains vibrant 
we will be there to serve it effi  ciently.
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CUSTOMER RELATIONS  >>

Your ever reliable supplier

George Omuok - Head of Department (labels 

and sleeves)

But  to be a reliable 
supply needs 

investments in both 
human resource and 

machinery.
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After being a maize farmer for 
three decades, former high school 
teacher Athanus Kioko  noticed 
that for the first time the harvests 

were dwindling at an alarming rate.

Before he used to harvest on average 30 
bags per acre, but in recent seasons he could 
only manage a paltry 10 bags.

His frustration has been growing for some 
time as agriculture has been his source of 
income educating her four children and 
providing income for her other projects.

But Kioko is not alone. Thousands of Kenyan 
smallholder farmers are struggling with 
dwindling yields. Researchers blame it on 
poor farming management where farmers 
are stuck in age old farming practices even in 
the wake of changing climatic conditions and 
soil nutrient depletion due to over tillage.

Seed access has particularly been identified 
as the bane of poor yields. Farmers still 
use seeds from the earlier harvests for 
replanting, a fact studies blames for seeds 
not sprouting. Infact currently five of out 
every ten seeds planted never sprout due to 

diminished nutrients.

But the quest for the right seeds doesn’t end 
there. More than 1.3 million Kenyan farmers 
do not have any maize seeds to plant and 
around 3.7 million people in Kenya are 
food insecure. The demand for seeds in 13 
countries in Africa combined is around 0.5 
million tonnes, with the supply being only 0.2 
million tonnes.

According to Kenya Agricultural Research 
Institute (KARI), onlyl 1-2 per cent of 
farmers are using improved seeds. 

It is this sorry state of affairs that has seen 
private companies step in. Regional agro 
input company Elgon Kenya Limited is one 
such company. Through its dedicated seeds 
companies and in partnership with local and 
international research institutions and seed 
breeders it has come up with superior seed 
varieties that are high yielding, disease and 
drought resistant and fast maturing seed 
varieties. “Our argument now is having 
seeds that can facilitate producing more 
with little. We are coming up with seeds that 
can assist farmers use small portions but end 
up reaping big harvests. This is particularly 
important at this time when population 
increase has risen but arable land decreased 
due to competition with other sectors,” 
said Samuel Kamau from Elgon Kenya seed 
department.

Kamau further added that as the weather 
changes there has been need to create 
seeds that can withstand extremely high or 
low temperatures or go for longer without 
water. “Again we want to ensure that most 
of the seeds can do well in virtually all areas,” 
Kamau added.

One such seed variety is the Elgon Kenya 
Prestige 02 maize variety. This new variety in 
the market is resistant to virtually all maize 
diseases, is highly yielding, producing over 50 
to 70 ninety kg bag per acre. It grows well in 

all soil types and in every climatic condition. 
It takes four months on average to mature.

But the seeds department has invested 
in other superior varieties across various 
crops including high yielding Black Ball F1 
and Sweet Shine F1 watermelon varieties 
that fights diseases and pests and doubles 
yields. Others include the Green Bell F1 
capsicum variety.

The cost of the high quality seeds in Kenya 
has also held back many smallholders in 
achieving the highest yields, as well as limiting 
them in trying out new crops. But the first 
moves by companies like Elgon Kenya to 
package the seeds into small affordable packs 
is now opening doors for agropreneurs to 
experiment with new, more lucrative crops. 
This move into seed production is essential 
in raising yields and incomes for farmers, say 
international think-tanks.

Farmers have long shied away from 
purchasing top quality seeds due to the 
prohibitive charges and the bulk packaging. 
However, taking a lead from the success 
of fast-moving consumer products in rural 
areas, Elgon Kenya has come up with the 
idea of reducing the size of packets of seeds 
and fertilizers to help smallholder farmers 
take the first steps to scale-up production.

“It has been a revolution in my cabbage 
farm since I started buying the Elgon Kenya 
50 grammes seeds. Traditionally there were 
only the 5kg and 10kg packs of cabbage 
seeds which were first expensive and I found 
it hard to manage the planting. The new 
packages by Elgon Kenya which have been 
meant for farmers like me have meant that 
I can subsidize my land into different crops 
each taking a particular portion. Packaging 
seeds in these small sachets was a very 
smart move by Elgon Kenya. It has assisted 
me to plan my small land,” said Judy Auma a 
farmer in Siaya Kisumu.

Elgon’s seed department 
targets farmers with high 
yielding miniature packs

 SEEDS  >>

Edwin Nyabiba, Agronomist West Rift 

Cereal & small scale manager
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INPUTS  >>

Elgon Kenya Limited comes in 
handy to provide sustainable 
agro solutions for maize 
growers 

Maize is the staple food in the 
region. Large as well as small scale 
farmers produce the crop and a 
large percentage of the population 

depends on maize as an income-generation 
crop.

Maize remains one of the dynamic crops 
regarding adaptation of new technology,Elgon 
Kenya Limited is well equipped with an 
innovative crop protection portfolio to 
ensure sustainable growth of the sector 
through improved pest management, disease 
control and nutrition in terms of fertilizers, 
with the current increase in population 
in Kenya, there is need for the farmers to 
increase the production in order to satisfy 
the country and have surplus to either 
export or keep for the future use, inform of 
Unga or stored grains.

Maize production in Kenya.

As of statistics in 2011-2012 maize 
production significantly increased in terms 
of area under hactarages from 2,131,887 
hectares – 2,266,196 hactares, whereas the 
production increased from 37,529,694 bags 
of 90 kgs in 2011 to 40,037,090 of 90 kgs 
bags in 2012.

In order to achieve increased production of 
maize, farmers are advised to use best farming 
methods which are sustainable in the long 
run, Elgon Kenya Limited which is your leader 
in agriculture remains the best solutions for 
farmers in terms of inputs as it is a one stop 
shop for all the farmers requirements.

Key factors Affecting Maize production 
today in Kenya and Solutions Elgon 
Kenya has for farmers includes

1. Pests and Diseases especially Maize 
Lethal Necrosis Disease (MLND) which 
was reported some years ago and 

currently affecting major maize growing 
regions. This is a viral disease transmitted 
by pests such as thrips, stem borer, 
rootworms, flea beetles, among other 
insects.

 Symptoms of the disease 
include.
1.  Leaves start yellowing at knee height 

stage

2.  The drying progress to the lower 
maize leaves

3.  Stem and nodules turns brown.

4.  Towards maturity the cobs shrink 

and do not put any grains.

Since the disease is not curable, best farming 
practices and control measures can prevent 
the entrance of the disease in the farm by,

1. Regularly scout the farm, incase of the 
positive checkup root and burn infected 
crops to avoid spread of the disease.

2. Practice crop rotation for at least two or 
three seasons by planting non cereals e.g. 
vegetables potatoes, onions etc.

3. Use clean certified seeds. Using seeds 
from unknown source may easily 

introduce the disease.Elgon Kenya 
comes in with certified seed which is 
also MLND and drought resistant but for 
medium and low altitude areas, certified 
seeds which also available country wide 
from different companies which have 
been certified with the government.

4. Regular spraying of maize with pesticides 
and plants extract is a good practice 
because pests such as aphids stem borer, 
maize beetles, and thrips are the main 
vectors that transmit the disease.

 Elgon Kenya solutions for pest include:

- Thunder OD

- TRICEL 480 EC

-  AVAUNT 150E.C

5.  Ensure the maize field is kept  clean 
and free of any weeds that acts as 
host to some of the pest that transfers 
the disease to maize.Elgon Kenya  is 
arsenalled with some of the best 
herbicide in the market which are:

- GLYCEL 480 - Glyphosate 
to control grasses and broad 
leaves weeds

- STOMP 455CS-Pre-emergence 
and early post emergence 
grasses and broad leaves weeds 
control

- BASAGRAN 480 AS-Post 
emergence broad leaves weeds 
control and also controls water 
grass family.

6.  Farmers are requested to apply manure, 
Basal Fertilizer, top dress and if possible 
also apply foliar fertizer

     Elgon Kenya Limited come in with best 

Maize affected by Maize Lethal Necrosis Disease

BY WICKLIFFE OKWARO
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fertilizers which in include Thabiti DAP, 
Thabiti CAN and Thabiti UREA.

 Foliar fertilizers include the Agro 
leaf range of forliar fertilizers, 
Elfert feed, Solufeed range of 
products which includes straight 
single fertilizers like Zinc, Boron, 
and Manganese among others.

2.  The other common maize problem is 
the Grey leaf spots infection caused by 
fungus. Grey leaf spot disease (GLS), 
Cercospora zeae-maydis, which has 
previously been attributed to diverse 
pathogen species in other countries, 
has become a serious biotic constraint 
to production of maize (Zea mays L.) 
in Kenya. It is necessary to determine 
the distribution and aetiology of the 
disease across all the maize production 
agro-ecologies in order to inform the 
development of appropriate management 
strategies against the disease.Elgon 
Kenya Limited has various solutions to 
assist farmers in fighting fungal infection 
in maize including products from its 
reputable suppliers like Nativo, Acanto 
Plus, Swing SC, Eazole among other 
products from reputable suppliers.

3.  To ensure that we offer total solution for 
maize crop growers, we also offer a wide 
range of seed dressers to ensure that 
seeds that farmers grow are protected 
from soil borne pests and diseases 
before they grow and at the young 
stages, we offer the following 

 Gaucho FS 350- Imidacloprid 350 
g/ltr                                              - 
Controls thrips, leaf hoppers and 
aphids among other pests

 Royal cap 500FS - Captan 500g/ltr 
– controls fungal infections such as 
Fusarium, Ustilago, Smuts etc

 Royalnex 25CS – Chloropyfos 
250g/ltr FS - Controls Cutworms, 
termites among others

 Anchor 200FS- Thiran 200g/ltr 
and Carboxin 200g/Ltr - Controls 
Fusarium, Pithium among others,

 Elgon Kenya Limited together with 
its partners is still coming up with 
innovative and new molecules for maize, 
and in this case we shall be updating our 
farmers’ regularly in order to enhance 
sustainability in maize production.

Wycliffe Okwaro an agronomist from Elgon Kenya compares notes with Alice, a Kenya Seed Company agronomist at a  Kenya seed 

demonstration plot in Elgon Down farm  situated in Endebes Kitale

Maize grey leaf spot at early stages
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Giving is a deeply embedded human 
behavior. From the little alms that 
ordinary people offer the poor 
along the streets to multi-billion 

shilling foundations that support the many 
courses around the globe, humanity has 
continued to express sympathy with the less 
fortunate in a number of ways.

While both governments and the private 
sector have actively been involved in altruism, 
the competing needs in government has 
seen its commitment to giving wane with 
the private sector taking over. Such is the 
story of Lohana Ladies Circle, a charitable 
organization of ladies in the 25 to 45 years 
age bracket that has taken it upon themselves 
to lift the lives of the less privileged in society. 
Their acts of kindness which have run into 
millions span from  schools, hospitals and 
orphanages.

Under the able stewardship of Kamal 
Kantaria, the wife of Elgon Kenya Director  
Baiju Kantaria and the 60 member group 
has renovated a children’s home in Nairobi’s 
Kiuna area, bought a ventilator for Nazareth 
Hospital and supplied sanitary towels to over 
1,000 girls.

The process of selecting and awarding any 
cause goes through a meticulous scrutiny 
to ensure that only the deserving gets 
funding. Out of the 60 members, there is a 
select committee that works with Kamal to 
coordinate the activities of the Lohana Ladies 
Circle including contributing ideas on how to 
keep the Circle vibrant.

Members of the Lohana Ladies Circle may 
select a cause to fund or a member of the 
public may approach the group with an idea. 
Members test whether the cause meets the 
threshold of funding.

The group then looks for projects or events 
that they can involve themselves in to raise 
funds to support the cause.”The philosophy 

of the Lohana Ladies Circle is that we believe 
in doing our little bit in making the world 
a better place. We believe in serving and 
reciprocating help in any way we can since it 
will make a difference in a person’s life,” said 
Kamal Kantaria.

To ensure prudence use of the donations, 
the group monitors the progress of the 
benefi ciaries time after time.

Elgon Kenya Limited which holds in high 
esteem the spirit of corporate social 
responsibility and giving back to the society 
has been one of the major sponsors of the 
cause. Elgon Kenya believes that by being 
a Kenyan company for Kenyans, the art of 
giving goes along way in lessening the pain 
of the less privileged while creating a sense 
of belongingness among Kenyans as not just 
a nation of 40 million Kenyans but a union 
of brothers and sisters living in a blessed 
country. Other notable sponsors include 
Prime Bank of Kenya, and I&M Bank.

Notable causes that the Lohana Ladies Circle 
has contributed to include a Sh900,000 kitty 
to MP Shah Hospital to assist the victims of 
last year’s terror attack at Westgate, $11000 
to the Flying Doctors Society of Africa, 
Sh775,000 to Leisure Rondwe Jalaram Girls 
School in Mombasa, Sh2.5 million to Jalaram 
Medical Services and Sh1million to Lion 
SightFirst Eye Hospital.

Out of this Sh924,000 went to the Flying 
Doctors Society of Africa to boost their 
fi stula campaign that among other activities is 
carrying out 200 surgical repairs for patients 
suffering from the condition.

Globally it is estimated that there are 3 million 
women suffering from Obstetric Fistula, of 
which a majority are in Sub Sahara Africa. 
In Kenya, where approximately 1.2 million 
births take place annually, the incidence is 
about 3000 per year.

ALTRUSIM: Kamal Kantaria the chairperson of LLC, 

presents a cheque of $11,000 to the Flying Doctors 

Society of Africa chairperson Mrs. Keireini and Mrs. 

Illa Devani a member of the Society.

THE SPIRIT OF GIVING: Kamal Kantaria with past 

chairpersons of LLC present a Sh775, 000 cheque to 

Ms Liz Ayany of Leisure Rondwe Jalaram Girls School, 

Mombasa 

GOLDEN HEARTS: Chairperson of LLC Mrs. Kamal 

Kantaria with committee members presents a cheque 

of Sh1million to the Lions Sight First Eye Hospital led 

by Dr. Manoj Shah, the Vice-Chairman of the hospital 

together with the other trustees.

WE ARE THE WORLD: Kamal Kantaria with other LLC 

members Harshna Ruparelia, Ritu Bhattessa, Nisha 

Kotecha presents a cheque of Sh 2.5 Million to Dr. 

Harish Rupani of Shree Jalaram Satsang Mandal 

together with trustees and members.

ALTRUISM >>

BY NELSON MAINA

Lohana Ladies Circle 
redefi nes the art 
of giving



Abacus® from BASF is an innovative technology that goes beyond 
crop protection to deliver more yield per ha due to the following:

Increased plant growth efficiency  
Better stress tolerance  
Effective disease control 

So give yourself the Abacus® advantage.
And expect more.

BASF Contact:  Thomas Kipkorir – Cereals Manager, Kenya  E-mail: thomas.kipkorir@basf.com  Phone: +254 786 232 328

 “With Abacus®, the performance 
against Septoria and stem rust 
is phenomenal! My crop was in 
good shape and I got a

bumper 
harvest!”

David Cullen
General Manager Kijabe Ltd  




